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Point Three is available from the Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20. Any contribution towards the high 
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Aa 
TAA 


Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Loca! group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2; To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

Cover picture and other line drawings by 
Dan Jones of young people in Bangladesh. 
(See pp8/10.) 
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Edit rial 
Calculated Risks 
‘Colin Evans" affair’ it is certainly not too late — inde 
try and look at the tragic events dispassionately, To 
ji i o may 

h emories, and for the benefit of ee a ay ao been 
refresh s ET IA the time Colin Evans, who was lee: o ie at er of Marie 
ee to have been a member of a Toc H Branc panni ne had been 
ae ees his probation officer. While still a member, Colin i offered his 
i aa a iby sitter to the local Social Services Department, and was accepteg, 
Serv) = 


ven though he had a history of offences against children. The Pena D knew 
T H ex-offender, but were not told of the type or gravity of his Previous 
n } X~ ’ 


offences. 


Some four months after the 
perhaps it is still too soon — to 


these sad events made national headlines, and, as usual, the media 
Iprit was perceived as being the probation officer, but 
Iso received much criticism. On the whole, Toc H was 
jed by the probation officer, but in some 


Not surprisingly, 
sought scapegoats. The main cu 
the social services department a 
presented as having been grievously mis 
quarters we, too, were in the pillory. 


There seems little purpose in going back over the events in detail to try to apportion 
blame. With hindsight, it is always easy to criticise and fault-find, when at the time 
things look very different. Anyone seeking to defend the hapless probation officer 
might well argue that he said to himself: *(1) I need to involve this ex-offender in some 
sort of welcoming social group. (2) I need a group of men, and a group that does no 
work at all with children. (3) The local Toc H Branch, to which I also belong, would 
welcome him, is all male, and has no contact with children. (4) I will introduce him 
and, as they do no work with children, | need not mention his history so I don’t make 
his acceptance difficult’. While it now appears that his omission was a grave error, 
fairmindedness at least demands that we try and see how it may have appeared at the 
time. and that we don’t jump on the bandwagon of blaming anyone, so long as it 
diverts attention from us. 


So what are the lessons for us? We are committed, by our Charter, to work with the 
‘rehabilitation of offenders’ and over the years many offenders have found welcome 
and support from Toc H. Amen to that. It would be nothing short of tragic if these sad 
events made any Branch one jot less ready to open its fellowship to those who have 
broken the law and been caught. It would be equally tragic if, alarmed by these recent 
events, members sought to know every detail of an ex-prisoner’s record. That would be 
both counter-productive and unnecessary. When all is said and done, if we are to fulfil 
our role of ‘good neighbours’, we have to go on offering friendship, on trust. That 
trust means that we trust those who refer an ex-offender to us to tell us what we need 
to know, without trying to set up some sort of amateur judgment procedure. That 
indeed is the pattern that at present obtains with young offenders who are licensed to 
attend residential projects, while still undergoing a custodial sentence. The custodial 
authorities give their Toc H link person as many details as they deem necessary, and 
we then trust their judgment. In turn, the Toc H link person tells the leaders of the 
project that background, and there it stops. If we are told ‘This lad has a history of 
grievious bodily harm, but won't be any trouble to you’ we accept that on trust, as 
coming from people who know the person. We do not set up to try and judge on 
inadequate facts. That must remain the case. Despite the risks of the system breaking 
down, it is still a system that Is geared to protect us, but also to give the offender the 
best possible chance of making new relationships, and a new contribution, without 
everyone knowing the intimate details of his transgressions. If we try and alter our 
acceptance, so that we seek guarantees, then we would not only lose all ex-offenders, 
We ust proceed with great cate but aton a uzeantees of human behaviour; 
tisk. Stupid risks are to be condemned a pt that there will always be an clement of 

, » as Is carelessness, but taking ‘calculated risks 
with people is of the essence of Toc H. 


JEM 


Joc H in Gibnaltan 


Walk along Main Street, past the 
Governor's residence, towards Southport 
Gate and you find Ince’s Hall — the 
Garrison Theatre. Should you turn right 
and walk the 100 yards along that picce 
of road to the end of Charles V wall you 
will be confronted by a sign about five 
foot square with a familiar badge in the 
centre and ‘Welcome Toc H’. Go through 
the door — no need to knock — and you 
are in the world of Jock Brown, BEM. 
You can be sure of a real Toc H welcome. 


Jock, about five foot tall and near 92 
years old, is a Toc H member of 50 years 
or more. He went to Gibraltar as Warden 
of Toc H Camp Bay — a centre providing 
accommodation for short holiday periods 
of service and civilian personnel. He was 
held in high esteem by Tubby and by the 
Governors of Gibraltar, and was awarded 
his decoration for his social work at 
Gibraltar. 


When Toc H in its wisdom, or otherwise, 
decided to discontinue its work on the 
Rock, Jock decided to remain and try to 
do a Toc H job alone. This he has 
achieved and is the proud owner and host 


by Bert Hill 


of a small hostel that can offer bed and 
breakfast for seven people. This has been 
created at a cost. Cut off from Toc H 
support (financially) Jock has borne the 
cost himself. The lack of support has 
saddened him but not made him bitter. 
Jock is still proud of his Toc H 
membership as evidenced by his 
conversation and his pictures of Tubby 
and Toc H work. 


He is cared for by Isabella and her 
husband Harry. Isabella has been with 
Jock from when he first arrived on the 
Rock and is more of a daughter to him 
than just a housekeeper. Harry, a 
carpenter, has done much work to make 
the Hostel what it is today. They make a 
happy family. 


During my several visits to Gibraltar, it is 
always a joy to visit and share fellowship 
and hospitality with Jock, Isabella and 
Harry. 1 have come to count them 
amongst my many close friends in and 
out of Toc H — a friendship | hold dear. 


I too share Jock’s sadness that his only 
recognition comes from an article and a 


picture in Point Three. He has done a 
great deal in the name of Toc H and still 
continues to do so. 


I do hope and pray that his reward for 
work done and money spent may come 
when the border with Spain has opened 
again and now that the Hostel will again 
be used to capacity. 


Pray for the work done in the name of 
Toc H Gibraltar. 


BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY 
The children can join the special Kinderfest, while adults can enjoy meeting others 
from all over the country. Entertainments will include Music of various kinds, Art, 
Poetry, Drama, Craft Exhibitions, Sideshows, Tug O’War, Barbecue and other delights. 
There will be full catering arrangements. Thanksgiving Service on Sunday. 


ENTER THE FESTIVAL CHALLENGE. 
Come with your friends in the zaniest way possible, and join in the final half-mile 
Carnival procession. Prizes for imagination and originality! 


WHY NOT MAKE A WEEKEND OF IT? 
Come down on Friday night and camp on the free site, so you are ready for Saturday's 
opening. Camp Saturday night too, or stay in a local guest house. 


DO COME! BOOK NOW! 
Booking form and details available from the Festival Office, Toc H, HQ. 


Full programme will be in June Point Three. 


rmarosurmmer Festival 


cuooesoon house 
292-93 JUNE 1985 


Major Price Change 


In order to allow members of all incomes to attend, the Central Executive Committee 
have decided to reduce the prices which were included in our advance publicity. A 
ticket for admission on either Saturday or Sunday will now cost just £1. (Children age 
15 years and under free.) 
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Round and about 


Kent Toc H Minibus 


We are glad to hear that Staff Padre 
‘Polly’ Perkins has outlasted the Kent Toc 
H Minibus project! Polly retires in July. 
but the minibus project, after nearly ten 
years, three different vehicles, and the 
massive total of more than 87.000 miles. 
has finally closed. A combination of rust 
and the MOT recently condemned the 
third vehicle, and a decision was taken to 
close the scheme. It has been a most 
successful ten years. In that period, both 
Toc H and numerous other bodies have 
benefitted from the availability of the 
vehicles. Among the many organisations 
helped have been the Social Services, 
Prison After-Care, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind, Scouts and Guides, Special Schools 
and Youth Clubs, to name but a few. 

It is not, however, the end of 
minibuses in this part of the country. Of 
the remaining funds, £500 has been 
donated to Shooters Hill District to 
launch their own minbus fund. Of the 
balance, £75 has been donated to the 
Kent Weekend Projects Group, and the 
remaining 13p to the Secretary, Polly 
himself, for expenses! 


Prison Carols 


John Drinkwater of Tavistock writes to 
tell us of the various activities of the 
Branch during 1984. During a busy year 
members of the Branch attended the Day 
Conference in Truro and a Training 
Weekend in Looe. Their participation in a 
well publicised flag day in June led to a 
new member. Perhaps the high spot of 
the year was their annual visit to 
Dartmoor Prison in December. They 
attended a Carol Service with some 100 
inmates, followed by a supper. 


A busy Welsh December 


Llandrindod Wells Branch write to tell us 
of a hectic December in which they raised 
£168 at a coffee morning: observed the 
World Chain of Light; held their annual 
Caro} Service with a capacity attendance: 
sang carols at three wards of the local 
hospital and three homes for the elderly: 
distributed Christmas gifts to needy and 
handicapped people: gave a New Year 
Concert to a local home for the elderly, 
and sent cheques to the Ethiopia Appeal 
and the Peter East Bangladesh Appeal... 
and all that in addition to regular Branch 
meetings, and a regular weckly visiting 
rota to a local Home for the Elderty and 
a Day Centre tor the Handicapped. 
Follow that! 
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Thurrock in our Thoughts 


orted the sad theft 


t issue we rep i À 
In our las f their takings 


from Thurrock Branch o ce 
after a money raising disco. Since et 
all who knew him have been stunned an 
saddened by the sudden death of ee) 
Davies, a key member of the Branch, an 
a Central Councillor. We send our 
sympathy to his family and the Branch. 

We hope that the members may, 
in some small way, have been helped by 
the marvellous response of the 
community to the theft. Two 
organisations — Thurrock Royal Navy 
Association and the local Operatic 
Society — have both sent cheques for £70 
and others have donated anonymously. 
It is a real tribute to the work that 
Graham and others have been doing in 
the town with the elderly and disabled. 


Cardiff to Casablanca 


Charlie Brown, Central Councillor for 
Glamorgan, tells us that it has been the 
practice for a number of years for Cardiff 
Joint Branch to spend at least one 
evening with the volunteers who come 
on projects in the district. He writes: 
‘Last year we had nearly 20 of us in a 
caravan -- it was hilarious! I have met 
several of them years later and these 
evenings are always remembered with 
pleasure. We are not a voung Branch, but 
evervone gets something out of these 
evenings. Over the last three years the 
Branch has sent each volunteer a 
Christmas card as a small thank you’. This 
year they had the first reaction to this 
gesture from a volunteer from Morocco, 
Fadif Mokhtar who wrote: 

In the name of Allah, Merciful and 
Beneficent. His peace be upon his last 
messenger Mohamed, his family, his 
followers, his companions and his peace 
be upon all other messengers, their 
families and followers. . 

‘To Toc H Centre in Cardiff: 
To all dear friends. A few days ago | 
received from you a postcard which was 
interesting and beautiful. Thanks. 

‘Our meeting in Cardiff last June 
was also interesting and beautiful. lt was 
for the first time visiting UK and meeting 
nearly all Toc H’s members in Cardiff's 
centre who were very good. 

‘Yes, my visit there was important 
because now I know what means Toc H 
and 1 am very happy that I have been 
there as a volunteer. 

T enjoyed myself of course with 
muy pretty group... and | hope that I 


shall be accepted in the s ; 
a ame project i 
1985. project in 


Sponsored 'Puzzie-in 


Believe it or not, a team of People drawn 
jointly from Toc H (Anstey Branch and 
Northants Activity Group) and 
Leicestershire Netball players recently 
completed a marathon Jigsaw puzzling 
The Toc H group were raising funds fo, 
their 1985 projects. 

The venue was the Anstey Toc H 
rooms. At the stroke of noon Jigsaws 
were opened and, as Tina Tennant Writes: 
«within minutes little groups Scattereg 
throughout the room could be hearg 
muttering “has anyone got a piece with 
bits of red and blue on it?” or “where 
were you hiding that piece? — you knew 
I was doing the horse!” There was g 
steady stream of netballers all afternoon 
and evening, with many a disbelieving 
husband at home when the culprit finally 
arrived saying “1 didn’t realise the time, 
honestly” Everything came to q 
grinding halt at 3 am and we all had a 
couple of hours sleep, after which we 
started again with renewed enthusiasm.’ 

Local members provided food and 
washed up, and the whole event was a 
great success. 


Bridlington Action Group 


Caroline Halafihi, secretary of the Group, 
writes to tell us of their Northern Ireland 
Children’s Project last July: ‘Saturday 
started early for four of us, picking up 
14 children, 8-12 year olds, and two 
volunteers, all from Londonderry. We 
met that party at Liverpool at 8 am, 
delayed by a rough crossing. After a stop 
for breakfast at a motorway cafe, we took 
them straight to Colsterdale. Meanwhile, 
the other volunteers had driven to 
Colsterdale from Bridlington in a hired 
minibus carrying all the stores. 

‘After lunch we visited Druid’ 
Temple to play cops and robbers to try 
and tire the children out! Despite, this, 
and their sleepness night on the ferry, tt 
was well after midnight before they 
Settled! 

‘On Sunday morning we took 
everyone to Masham where we could all 
visit our respective churches, After 4 
Picnic lunch on the Moors we visite 
How Stean Gorge where all the children 
got wet in the stream and then climbed 
through a ghostly cave in the dark. ' 

During the week the party visited 
Knaresborough Zoo, went pony-trekking, 
visited Harrogate and spent the final two 
days at Bridlington. 

‘On Sunday, once again we had an 
early start when we took the party !? 
Liverpool by car and minibus from 


Bridlington School, to catch the ferry 
home. It was a tearful parting with hugs 
all around — we must keep in touch! 

‘We all agreed it was a smashing 
project with really friendly kids, whose 
singing and dancing we shall miss, and 
two exceptionally good Irish volunteers 
Majella and Donal. It wouldn't have been 
the same without them leading the 
choruses as we travelled. 

‘The cost of the project after the 
arrival in Liverpool was just over £1,000 
though the cost of the ferry and travel in 
Ireland is not yet known. The Bridlington 
Toc H Action Group would like to say a 
very big thank you to everyone who 
helped us in any way to make this 
holiday possible. It was a very worthwhile 
project! 


Chiseldon entertains 


The Chiseldon Branches organised their 
25th annual dinner for the elderly of the 
village near Swindon on 26 January and 
the British Legion Hall was packed for 
the cntertainment by the Ellendune 
singers of Wroughton. This group has 
provided the entertainment for the 
Chiseldon dinner for 12 consecutive 
years. On this occasion, it being the 25th 
year of the dinner, they sang the song 
‘Congratulations’ which they had 
specially adapted in honour of Chiseldon 
Toc H. We print the first verse below. 


Congratulations and Celebrations. 

May we extend our very best to all of you. 

Congratulations and Celebrations, 

It really is a grand job that Toc H do. 

Who would believe that they could be so 
very helpful, 

And do so much good round this lovely 
village here. 

How did we manage before we had ever 
met them, 

We can't imagine, but still they're here. 

Congratulations and Celebrations, 

When we tell everyone that you're a 
wonderful ‘crew’. 

Congratulations and Celebrations, we 
want the World to know that they make 
dreams come true. 


The Swindon District ‘Wallabies’ took a 
group of eight disadvantaged children to 
the pantomime Cinderella at the Wyvern 
Theatre, Swindon in December. They also 
booked the box at the theatre for nvo of 
their disabled friends and as the rest of 
the group were situated in rows just in 
front of the box, the afternoon outing 
was a great success and a good deal of fun 
for everyone. The money for the outing 
came from profits of a successful Barn 
Dance which the Wallabies organised in 
October. 


t Sussex Courier 


Games time at Uckfield Toc H's annual Christmas party at a local home for the elderly. 


Bangor Branch autumn jumble sale and book stall, in aid of spurts equipment for the 
new Youth Club at Port P. 


» Evening Adve 


Phot 


on 


‘A Root Group is exciting, challenging, 
frustrating and very hard work.’ This is a 
direct quote from a young man who had 
just spent a year living as a member of a 
small Christian community, while being 
involved in the ministry of a local Church. 


The idea is not new: the first Root Group 
was set up by the United Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in 1978, and 
al present there are nine such groups 
dotted around Britain, each closely 
connected with a church or parish. The 
age range for Root Group members is 18 
to 30, and there are usually three or four 
people in each group. Financially they are 
self-supporting. and if they can find paid 
employment in this time of high 
unemployment, then they take it. 
Otherwise they draw social security and 
often pool their incomes in a ‘common 
purse’. 


However, living together can be tough: 
‘Through the continuous struggle to live 
together in honesty, my understanding of 
the word “commitment” grew, and my 
Jaith and hope deepened’. There is no set 
formula for how to live as a Christian 
community, but each Root Group tries to 
find an appropriate lifestyle. Prayer is 
always a vital element, and many groups 
set aside a particular room in their house 
as a place of quiet. In one case they even 
used the garden shed! Often they will 
meet for 15 to 30 minutes at the 
beginning or end of the day for a time of 
worship. This may follow a simple liturgy 
or be completely free and open, and they 
may sometimes be joined by friends from 


the neighbourhood. Another popular 
habit is that of a weekly House Eucharist, 
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Our January issue carried a report of the 1984 NAC 
Christian communities represented at that event we i 
Toc H develops its policy of ‘community houses’ in various pa 
good to know that other community experiments are going enco 


by Gabrielle Grace 


CCAN Congress. One of the a 
re the USPG’s ‘Root Groups . A 
rts of the country, it Is 


uragingly well. 


Pa) i 
not as an alternative to Sunday worship, 
but as an enrichment to the life of the 
parish. 


Just as each Root Group is different, so 
too the kind of parishes asking for a 
Group to spend a year with them vary 
from leafy Woking to inner-city Glasgow. 
Obviously the ministry of a Root Group 
must be appropriate to the neighbour- 
hood, and will also reflect the talents of 
the individual members. They have to 
understand and take into account the 
motivation of a parish in asking for a 
Root Group, so consultation and listening 
are essential. Sometimes the most 
important aspect is simply their living and 
praying together — what they are, rather 
than what they do. For instance, an 
ecumenical project in Grimsby realised 
that they needed this kind of ministry on 
a rather run-down housing estate. As 
one of the ministers said ‘Thar a group of 
Christian young people have actually 
chosen to live in the estate has made a 
deep impression, and has awakened 
people to the reality of the Christian 
community which has been there for 
Years’ 


Usually, however, Root Group members 
are actively involved in a wide Tange of 
local activities, both religious and secular 
In Peterborough New Town, for instance. 
one member’s involvement included 
working voluntarily at a school for 
mentally handicapped children, at a 
centre for handicapped adults with the 
elderly as a volunteer co-ordinator for 
Age Concern and with the under fives ata 
play group’. While on the Church side a 
member of the Root Group always led 
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the intercessions on a Sunday, and 
sometimes we would be asked to give a 
sermon or lead the singing with a guitar’ 
Often they are involved in youth work, as 
in Skelmersdale where the Root Group 
began a group for people aged between 
14 and 18 to enable them to explore their 
Christian faith. They also got involved in 
a ‘L Plates’ course an extension of 
confirmation classes at the local school 
which included parents in study groups. 


Because a Root Group is usually based in 
a parish for one year only they often feel 
it more important to co-operate with and 
Strengthen existing activities and 
structures than to set up a lot of new 
things. 1f they do set up something new 
however, such as an open youth club or a 
Sunday School, it is important that they 
nurture new leadership to take over when 
they have gone. As one member put it 
‘Perhaps our most important contribution 
would be in what we have encouraged to 
continue after we’ve left’. 


At its best a Root Group is a kind of 
living parable, pointing out to ordinary 
church members the fact that mission and 
ministry in the local area are their 
responsibility. By the sharing and 
openness of their life together they 
challenge people to live a little more 
dangerously in Christ’s service. 


They are also in a very smali way offering 
a radical slant on the problem of youth 
unemployment. Many Root Group 
members are technically unemployed, bu! 
rather than allowing apathy and 
depression to set in, they are spending 4 
ycar gaining experience and skills. 4” 


We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In October 
Frederick Walter Marsh (Henstridge) 


In December 

Miss Pamela Farthing (Broadstairs & 
Albert Hilditch (Shavington) St Peters) 
Vivian Holmes (North Hinksey) 

Miss Rose Williams (Budleigh Salterton) 


In January 
Mrs Lilian Crisp (Owton Manor) 
Sidney Hesketh Dixon (North Bucks with 
Oxford District) 
Mrs Amy Firth (Huddersfield District) 
Joseph Leonard Fisher (Newsome) 
Miss Alice Hounslow (Greathouse) 
Mrs Gwyneth M Lamb (Lymington) 
Arthur John North (Whitstable) 
Mrs Gladys O’Neil (Maghull) 
Miss Kathleen M Partridge 
(Sandown/Shanklin) 
Mrs Edith Lilian Talbot (Oswestry) 
Mrs Ena Victoria M Wells (Colne/Orwell 
District) 
In February 
Miss Adela Lilian Dove (North 
Nottingham) 


Michael Harris has sent us this tribute to 
Gordon Turvey who died in July 1984: 
‘Gordon Turvey (inevitably known to 
many as “Topsy ”) joined the Toc H staff 
in 1934. He served in the UK on the War 
Services Staff until he became Senior 
Field Secretary of the National 
Association of Boys’ Clubs in 1946. 

‘He came to Toc H via the Oxford 
& Bermondsey Club (with which Tubby, 
Hubert Secretan, Barclay Baron, 


Alexander Patterson and so many others 
were so closely identified) and it is a 
measure of his stature that, although a 
Cambridge engineering graduate and so 


developing their own potential. A group 
of young Christians cannot revolutionise 
the church or dramatically change other 
people's lives, but in a society where a 
person's worth is measured by their job, 
the presence of a Root Group can at least 
show a creative and prayerful way of 
using unemployment. 


Any young Christian who thinks they 
might have something to give and 
something to gain by spending a year in 
this way can get more information about 
Root Groups from me, Gabrielle Grace, 
at USPG, 15 Tufton Street, London 
SW1P 3QQ. Tel: 01 222 4222. 


from “the other place”, he served for a 
time as the Club’s Hon Warden. 

‘Always an active Christian he 
took early retirement in 1965 and 
returned to Cambridge to train for 
ordination. His work as a Parish Priest 
~ covering the last 18 years of his life - 
was the fulfilment of his faith and of his 
dreams. lt was a work in which his 
devoted wife Brenda played a full part, 
and in which he could use his boundless 
imagination and his tremendous flair for 
innovation. 

‘Tragically, early in 1983, he was 
found to have cancer. His last 18 months 
were an inspiration to everyone, not least 
at the Hospice unit of the Hospital where 
he used his great gifts to explain to the 
staff, and to others, exactly what it was 
like to bea “terminal patient”. 

‘To the end he let his light shine 
before men so they could see His good 
works. ’ 


Extract from The Lamp, the journal of 
Toc H India: ‘Justin S Jesudhasan was 
bom on 13 July 1924. He served our 
country in the IAS cadre in a meritorious 
way and retired as the Home Secretary to 
the Govt of Kerala. He joined Toc H 20 
years ago and was the secretary of 
Trivandrum Branch when he was 
appointed as the India Commissioner. 
Many new units like Calicut and 
Cannamore came into being during his 
dynamic leadership. Above all he lived 
truly to the high ideals of Toc H, a simple 
and a cheerful man at home, at office and 
at various fields of his activities during his 
lifetime. We in Toc H will always 
remember our friend Brother Justin S 
Jesudhasan with proud thanksgiving’ 


Padre Sam Evans writes of R Cyril 
Thornton, one-time member of West 
Wickham Branch, and latterly a Builder, 
who died in December 1984... ‘Cyril 
and his wife Dorothy were very active in 
the actual physical building of the Branch 
Headquarters, and also within the 
Springpark District . . . He was a devoted 
and hardworking member, and kept in 
touch with Toc H right to the very end of 
his life’. 


Peg Guile writes of Bill Chapman: 
‘Huddersfield Joint Branch will miss his 
dry wit, good humour and commonsense 
. . . He spent three years as a POW, first 
in Italy and then near Prague . . . After 
he was demobbed he joined Toc H 
Huddersfield, and also served on the local 
LEPRA committee for 30 years’. 


Morecambe Joint Branch report the death 
of Arthur Bocking in January. He was a 
World War One veteran and lost his sight 
at the Battle of Gallipoli 1915. 

He joined Morecambe Toc H 40 
years ago, and attended Branch meetings 
whenever he could. Despite his handicap 
he remained cheerful and was a man of 
fine principles. He maintained his upright 
figure and bearing, and was never short of 
a wisecrack, if needed. 

He will be greatly missed by all 
who knew him, and, we give thanks for 
his life. 


Kathleen Warren writes ‘Our Maghull 
Branch is saddened at the death of Gladys 
O'Neill. Gladys was an early member of 
the Branch and has always supported 
every endeavour with enthusiasm and 
interest She will always be 
remembered with affection and gratitude’. 


We regret to announce the death of 
Hettie Cotton founder member of 
Sydenham Branch in 1922, who died in 
January aged 94. She was a member until 
1968, when age forced her to become a 
Toc H Builder. 


Laura Lee writes that ‘the sudden death 
of Lillie Crisp shocked and saddened 
members in Hartlepool. 

‘Despite failing health Lillie had 
arranged the Christmas celebrations with 
our elderly friends and had enjoyed, with 
her quiet yet dry humour, the fun and 
games. .. .Owton Manor members and 
friends are presenting a garden seat to the 
Brierton Hospital where she is also 
remembered with love and gratitude. . . 

‘We give thanks for the privilege 
of her friendship and example.’ 


Edgar Pike writes that Kath Partridge: 
‘served our Branch and also the local 
community to the very best of her 
ability. Although naturally very 
unassuming, she was always there when 
help was needed . . . she will be sadly 
missed by all who had the privilege of 
knowing her’. 


We are sad to record the death of Fred 
Tuckett in January. After leaving the 
Royal Navy Fred acted as valet for 
Tubby for many years and was a familiar 
figure on Tower Hill. 


We give thanks for their lives 


ho. TET ee bee 


Pari one of 2 report on a recent visit to 
Bangladesh by Regional Staff member, 
John Burgess. 


Bangladesh is 7,000 miles and 13 flying 
hours away, but when I went out there 
recently to visit my friend and recent 
colleague, Peter East, who is working 
there, it was like being in a place 200 
years behind us here in the western 
world. 


TO. BUILD, BR 


Adopt a Family 


r 
This was brought home to me on my 


second evening, when | encountered. a 
the first time. people who were actually 
starving. Peter and | felt our way along a 
path in complete darkness oie 
small bamboo hut which had been flo 

damaged. The ground was loose sand, the 
trees brushed my face, open ditches and 
sewers were right and left ol me and the 
noise of the shopping area of Khasdabir 
village fast receded behind me. It all felt 
and smelt very strange. It was 9.15pm as 
we were invited into the hut. A small 
glass jar the size of an inkbottle held a 
wick which shed a flickering light onto 
two walls We had come to visit a widow 
and her family. As I learnt later, the first 
thing to do is to look into the corner to 
sce if the aluminium pot is sooty, and if 
there is ash under the small brick stove. 
Neither being the case, we knew that this 
family had not eaten that day. The shops 
open at around 6am and close about 
10pm. Mother, two daughters of 14 and 
16, two boys of cight and ten and a baby 
of two were helpless, miserable and 
hungry. This has become the Burgess 
family’s ‘adopted family’. | had agreed 
with my seven year old son that we 
would ‘adopt’ a brother for him in 
Bangladesh, someone we could then 
send moncy to and write to. This idea has 
since grown. | have brought back 
photographs and information on 17 


Cay 
if 
s 
i 


families such as ours, and our plan jg a 
have them all adopted through To, i 
so that through Peter they can 5 
supported and helped. Could you, yor 
Branch or your District help by adopting 
a family in this way? g 


Our family welcomed us with amazing 
warmth and hospitality; as we went in the 
front door the two boys immediately ran 
out of the back door and returned with 
chairs. | learnt later that, if anyone ha, 
visitors, the hosts rush into any of the 
neighbours’ houses and commandeer any 
furniture that they may have. They gj 
help cach other. We sat and listened to 
their story. Mum only spoke to us from 
behind the screen. However one daughter, 
the younger, was able to come out and 
speak and be scen. The culture prevents 
the wife, widow, mother or adolescent 
girl meeting adult males. This, in turp, 
prevents them going out and therefore 
they are unable to work or beg for help. 
The family breadwinners were the two 
boys of ten and eight who had to miss 
school to beg and scavenge. This day 
they had returned with nothing. School is 
as valuable as a gold bar in that society 
and, once offered, is held on to with great 
determination by the family but when 
the father dies it has to be sacrificed so 
that they may cat. There is no safety net 
of social security, charity, handouts — 
you're on your own and sharing the same 
fate with millions of others. 


Peter the Pied Piper 


Each day, as we left Peter’s house, there 
were eight to ten children waiting nearby. 
As soon as we appeared great joyful 
shouts of ‘Good Morning’, ‘Hello’, 
‘Goodbye’, ‘Thank You’, ‘Ta Ta’ came 
from everywhere. Once the cry went up, 
every alleyway, colony square and 
pathway was filled with children running 
to meet Peter, shake his hand, run, jump. 
skip, laugh and share fun all the way to 
the end of their little territory where, of 
course, the next happy group, having 
heard us approaching, were already 
Starting the same cry. If we walked for 
two or three hours we always had 30 
children about us. None of these children 
were in school. This was partly since it 
was the school holidays but mainly it was 
because there was no more room in the 
already incredibly overcrowded village 
school which had 721 pupils. Yet on ou! 
walkabouts visiting families and the 
elderly and widows, if 1 put my finger tO 
my bottom lip and said ‘Chp’ (pronounced 
chp) there was immediate silence, not 4 


sound, all at attention. Then in a minute 
the hubbub was as loud as ever. Children 
miss the childhood we know here at 
home. As babies they are hauled around 
on older brothers and sisters backs to 
achieve sympathy while begging at the 
side of the road. As soon as they can they 
have to help gather any commodity that 
may be saleable to convert into moncy 
for food. Many small children from six 
years onwards were out working along 
with their families. If children are 
breadwinners, then schooling is just a 
wishful dream. 


Extending the School and the Scho 
under the Sky 


Through Peter, Toc H was able to senda 
large amount of money to help the 
Village School Committee make plans to 
extend the school. Preparations and work 
started in June and on 1 December, the 
first day of the school holidays, the 
headmaster and staff and children were 
back at the school with the Chairman and 
Committee helping to remove the 
furniture, books, equipment and even 
cooling fans from the school building for 
safe keeping. Everybody helped with 
sorting and cleaning as the next day the 
contractors came to take off the roof to 
start the long job of building the second 
storey. This would mean that an extra 
300 children could join the school and 
classes would be reduced from 90 to 50. 
The question in Peter’s mind was what to 
do about all the children who still would 
not be able to join the school. ‘School 
under the Sky’ was introduced. Books 
and slates were purchased, and in each 
village colony square, the children are 
given voluntary lessons and homework. 
Each evening, sounds can be heard from 
the very dimly lit huts, of chanting and 
practising that day’s lessons. With Toc H 
help in the past, and again this year, all 
children receive either white shirts and 
green shorts for boys or white blouses 
and green skirts for girls, together with 
books and slates, so that the extremely 
poor children, who would otherwise have 
virtually no clothes at ll, are 
indistinguishable from the rest. Schooling 
is one way they believe that the country 
can help itself to better education and 
therefore get the economy working and 
industry attractive to investment. 


Streets Teeming with Rickshaws 
A great number of children try to work in 


small businesses. They can be rickshaw- 
pushers, pushing their rickshaws up the 


steep incline to cross the Summer River 
Bridge. They receive so little. They hire 
their rickshaws on a daily basis and act as 
taxi drivers. The men find the work so 
taxing that either body or heart gives out 
at 40. Children try this and seriously 
damage their bodies and health. Imagine 
having Peter and me in a rickshaw and 
pulling us for three or four miles in a 
temperature of 100 degrees F and 
probably without any food! Their day 
lasts from 6am until 10 or 11pm at night, 
until they have earned enough to pay for 
the daily hire of the rickshaw and for rent 
and food for the large family. Everything 
is paid for daily — there is no credit -~ not 
even for the rent of their hut. Widows 
cannot remarry. An early death leaves yet 
another widow's family to fend alonc. 


Eighty per cent of the people live below 
the poverty line — just surviving but for 
what? Large familics are the norm as an 
insurance against old age and the work of 
keeping the elderly. Fifty per cent of the 
children do not survive childhood. The 
Government have helped set up Family 
Welfare Clinics. Families in villages are 
urged to understand family planning and 
sterilisation. Supplies are offered free. 
The only toys | saw were Government 
sponsored balloons. 


Self-help to Overcome the Flood Damage 


The housing | saw was a complete 
paradox. Either you live in a bamboo- 
framed, reed and cow dung and sand 
walled hut with a grass thatched roof or 
in a simple brick house with solid 
foundations, doors, shutters and no glass 
but security bars on openings. The 
monsoons and subsequent flooding was 
really bad (sce November Point Three 
p12). I saw the devastation which came 
to the very poorest part of the village 


community. Some houses were 
completely swept away. We walked along 
a path and there on a wall was the sand 
and scum line of the height of the flood 
watcr. It came up to our chest height and 
we are both 6'1“. If you compare us to 
the average Bangladeshi, the water must 
have been level with his nose. We were 
able to sce all the families in greatest need 
and sce what needed repair and renewal. 
After some days of costing and pricing, 
we found we could completely rehause a 
family, in somewhere not with a grass 
roof (which needs renewing every year 
with costly recd and grass) but with a 
corrugated iron roof instead. This would 
last 20 or more years and, with resiting. 
could withstand another bad summer 
monsoon. What was so wonderful was 
that all we had to do was to supply 
£32.53p for materials and the villagers 
would help cach other to rebuild and 
repair. They were so happy to take part 
and everyone, including the very little 
children, were able to play a part, 
working together, for each other. 


Cameos 
A Family Meal 


One man, who had heard of Peter and 
met him at a public mecting, invited us to 
a meal at his home. | learnt a lot from 
this about their hospitality. First you are 
served tea, and almost before you have 
put your small cup down, it is whisked 
away by a small son of the family. Long 
talking takes place, and finally the meal is 
ready. It is carried in by troops of small 
boys, and served by our host. He 
immediately withdraws and only returns 
to serve more. There is no cutlery, and 
you must only use your right hand as 
using the left would offend your host. 
Water is offered at the end of the course 
and again, as you finish, regiments of 
contd on plus 9 
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contd 


small boys are whisking away remnants. 
You get up and leave. Mother and 


daughter are never seen or heard, 
although they have actually prepared and 
cooked the meal. You do not even say 
thank you and your host did not stay 
with you at all. 


What this man did was not just give us a 
meal, but also give us of the most 
valuable commodity in Bangladesh, land. 
All that chat was to talk about donating a 
piece of land at the back of his property 
to enable another small schoo! building to 
be built. He is a wonderful man. He has 
even had a school sign painted. He 
assembled a group of village children to 
pose for a picture. All we need now is the 
money for the bamboo, reeds, corrugated 
iron, benches and books. 


Christmas Carols 


Salim bangs on the door at 7.30am. He is 
Peter's house boy and very good friend. 
His cheery ‘Good Morning Brothers’ 
is a great moment as we joke and laugh 
whilst he prepares the bread paratha and 
rice for our meal. He stands over us until 
we have demolished every last morsel and 
scampers back with seconds. He has been 
told to look after Peter. | took many 
kind gifts over with me for Peter from 
Toc H friends, including some recorded 
music. One day I put out the 
thermometer at about 2.30pm and it 
registered 131 degrees F, so this was 
just the moment to play some Christmas 
carols. After listened to ‘While Shepherds 
- and ‘Oh come all ye faithful .. > 
we began to sing and sing and sing. The 
tape was 30 minutes long. At the end 
Salim fell into the room, collapsing with 
laughter. We revived him and he 
explained that the next door family had 
feared for his life and sent a rescuer for 
him as these Englishmen were obviously 
killing cach other. Oh well, their music 
sounds a little unusual to us as well! 


To be continued in our May issue. 
Details of the ‘Adopt a family’ 
scheme are available from John 
Burgess, 66 Park Meadow, Hatfield, 
Herts AL9 5HB. 


Any general donations to Peter’s 
work should be sent to Toc H HQ, 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT and 
earmarked ‘Peter East Fund’. 
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Are Chairmen 
and Secretaries 
Obsolescent? 


by Keith Rea 


It is a long time since we had an 
Organisation & Methods study on the 
work of Headquarters. No doubt it will 
happen again and again unless tinkering, 
a symptom of failure, is discarded for 
positive action. 


The last time O & M was all the rage | 
sought to challenge its direction by 
writing in Point Three. This was 
unsuccessful but a desperate new Editor 
has encouraged me to try again with the 
following result! Some, with a point, will 
say this is also tinkering but the fact is 
that when there is new growth there is a 
search for a structure which will not get 
in the way of the action, and | do think 
at that stage it is important that past 
practices of failure are not held to be 
sacrosanct. lt is also necessary to 
understand that while HQ, Regions and 


Districts provide necessary structural 
backing, it is the grassroot unit which 
should have priority in terms of 


Organisation & Methods (or whatever the 
fashionable modern equivalent is called) 
for they are the operational units of our 
Movement. 


However democratic we are, we must 
recognise that there have to be leaders 


3 


Hugh 


Chisholm, Chairman of Uckfield Toc H representing a 100th birthday 


and it is surely important that these 
leaders function in line with the Aims 
and Objects of the Movement, the 
shorthand description of which is the 
‘Four Points of the Compass’. Tubby, | 
think rightly, always emphasised the 
priority within corporate membership of 
the Jobmaster and Pilot, but it is these 
very posts which come under fire by 
those whose aim is to make Toc H 
organisation the same as any other. Their 
standard ploy is — “Why use titles which 
do not mean anything to those outside 
the Movement?’ They have got it wrong 
however, because in O & M terms 
Jobmaster and Pilot are good titles 
because they indicate clearly the function 
of the holders. 


Instead of pandering to fashion we should 
reconsider the posts which have become 
conventional but are not specifically 
allied to the operational function of the 
unit. 


Chairman. Meetings have to be chaired 
but I doubt if it is worthwhile having an 
officer with only that task. | think one of 
the other officers could do it and it could 
most effectively be the pilot; or the job 
could rotate. 


Secretary. If we seek to have officers to 
do specific jobs of work within the unit, 
and they handle their own 
correspondence, we do not need a 
Secretary just to keep the minutes of 
Meetings. 


oto: Kent & Sussex Courier 


. . 5 gift ra 
Harry Richardson, a resident at Ridgewood Rise which the Branch visits regularly. 


OTOR.. 


Photo: North Wales Chronicle 


Sn 
So why not be completely unconventional 
and look for other names which describe 
what the office holder's job is? Here are 
some suggestions: 


‘Look-out’ 

Tied in with the third of the Four Points, 

this officer would see that the unit faced 

outwards by: 

i Listening to the views of others 

i, Influencing public opinion 

Ff. Arranging a Programme along 
those lines. 


‘Steward’ 

To deal with the finance and 
administration of the unit, replacing the 
conventional Treasurer and Secretary. 


If we then aligned the aims of Toc H with 
the ‘Four Points’ we can see clearly the 
jobs and their terms of reference. 


1. Friendship — To Love Widely 
‘Pilot’ 
Ja Service — To Build Bravely — 


‘Jobmaster’ 
3: Fairmindedness — To Think 
Fairly — *Look-out’ 


4, The Kingdom of God — To 
Witness Humbly — ‘Chaplain/Pilot’ 
and Administration/Finance — ‘Steward’. 


Some of these terms maybe seem 
somewhat nautical, but it is worth 
remembering that that most modern of 
vehicles, the spaceship, needs Pilots too! 


4 Bait He 


M (47 


nbers of the Port Penrhyn staff and local youth club m 


COMPETITION 
Design a Poster 


Every year Toc H produces a poster advertising its programme of residential 
Projects. Some of the previous years designs are shown below. 


We invite readers to submit designs or design ideas. They should be on A3 paper 
and should allow for one quarter of the sheet to be available for wording. The 
colours available are black and orange on white. 


A token prize of £10 will be awarded to the entrant whose poster is used as the 


basis of the 1986 project poster. The panel of judges will include the Editor 
whose decision will be final. 


Closing date 30 June 1985. 


All entries should have the name and address clearly written on the back, and 
should be sent to The Editor, Point Three, at Toc H HQ. 


embers start building a raft (see back page.) 
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The County Times 


Pliu tO: 


Central Council 


I hardly know whether to read the report 
of the last Central Council meeting with 
amusement or despair. A glimmering of 
an idea first buried, then soon smothered 
in a froth of traditional Toc H waffle. 
Reading between the lines I would guess 
that the rudimentary idea struggling for 
birth was: 

(i) Toc H as a whole needs some 
specific and well defined object or 
purpose to work towards. 

(ii) Someone should do something 
about it. 

As regards (i), 
obvious for decades past. It is 
fundamental to human nature that 
nothing worthwhile can be achieved until 
a clear and limited objective has been 
defined. | would suppose that the policy 
of every other organisation in the world 
— apart from Toc H — has been based 
upon this. The success of the current 
Ethiopian appeal is an example. Whatever 
practical results have been achieved 
within Toc H. whether in Branches, 
Districts. or Projects, have derived quite 
definitely from following this maxim on 
a local basis. There are those who argue 
that the outstanding quality which 
distinguishes the Toc H Movement from 
all others is to be vague, ambiguous and 
quite uncertain as to where it is going. 
This is unlikely to attract any support 
or interest from the practical outside 
world, and the evidence in fact is that 
it has not done so. Such idealists must be 
content to continue as a smal] sect up 
its own back-street. Jt is no way to runa 
successful whelk-stall. 

If Toc H as a general organisation 
is to achieve anything worthwhile or 


this has been 


make any impact it needs to do quite 
firmly what was tentatively suggested 
at the Central Council and concentrate 
on one specific objective. The matter of 
unemployment was mentioned. This, in 
the present circumstances, would seem as 
good as any. and possibly better than 
most. Industrial revolutions of one kind 
or another, with their attendant 
redeployment problems, have been going 
on ever since Adam left Eden. The 
current problem seems to be the 
absorption of excess labour time in some 
other form of (hopefully useful) activity 

such as small firms, craft shops, 
organised voluntary reclamation or 
conservation, specialist societies or clubs, 
social help centres etc. Toc H as a 
movement ought to be able to assist in 
such work, with general organisation 
originating from and directed by HQ 
through the Regions. 

As to (ii) above, 1 have proposed 
that administrative action be centralised 
at HQ. Under any new scheme could staff 
be drawn thence from the Regions? It 
would, | think, be desirable that liaison 
be made at the outset with other 
Organisations at present interested in this 
type of work, who could provide advice 
and contacts and indicate the precise 
nature of what was needed. One such, 
with which ! have recently come into 
contact, is the Mission of Chaplains in 
Industrial Society (The Industrial Mission 
Office). Doubtless there are several others 


with which Toc H would wish to 
co-operate rather than compete or 
overlap. 


Ron L Evans 
Whetstone, Loudon 
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Welshpool Branch’s 37th annual Old Folk’s Party, at which 183 people sat down to tea. 


The Central Council has got on to the 
right track especially at this 1985 Year of 
Youth. The rising generation have to be 
listened to for better or worse. They have 
to get more say in what comes next. They 
will have to ‘stew in their own juice’ 
when we older ones have departed. Odd 
jobs are not enough. Many, including 
Archbishop Habgood of York, are saying 
that young people have to be listened to 

they are an integral part of today’s 
church as well as a vital and stimulating 
part of the church of tomorrow. Give ‘em 
space to grow (and learn) — what they 
want (whether we like it or not) is what 
will take shape and what will happen. 


Ron Bailey 
Reading 


Friendship Circles 


1 would like to take this opportunity to 
give my most sincere thanks to readers 
who have responded so well to my 
appeal, in November Point Three, for 


donations to our Friendship Circles 
project. 

I cant write to everyone 
personally as I dont have all the 


addresses, so please accept my thanks 
through this column. 

Your response also gives us hope 
as we realise that there are people who 
have sympathy for those recovering from 
mental illness. lt is our most common 
malady yet so many people just don’t 
want to know. 

The fund is still open and 
donations should be sent to headquarters 
with cheques made out to ‘Toc H’. 


Ann Crouch 
Stockton on Tees 


National Registration of 
Membership 


Central Council may at last have woken 
up to the fact that there is a membership 
crisis. Now all we need to convince them 
of is not to have a half-hearted solution 
to the problem. 

Yes, we do need national 
registration, but not just for those outside 
the Branch structure. The current 
administration for maintaining the 
existing system is beyond a joke. Many 
man-hours must go into keeping our 
membership roll in order. Why don’t we 
just have one national register for all? 
It would be far simpler, less costly, and 
more efficient. 

l cannot for the life of me think 
of any good reasons why we should insist 
on membership residing with the Branch. 


Opinions expressed in these columns {includin 
pontributor and not necessarily those of the F 
Qnty letters carrying the correspondents full n 


if people need certificates to remind 
them that they are a member of their 
local group then something is 
fundamentally wrong. 

Please, I urge all, let commonsense 
and administrative case prevail over red 
tape and costly sentimentality. 


David Brougham 
Huddersfield 


Ethiopia 


Following an article in a National 
Newspaper appealing for warm knitted 
vests and sweaters for babies and toddlers 
in Ethiopia, several members of our 
Branch got out their knitting needles. 
Over the Christmas period, and during 
those days in early January when some 
were housebound due to the local snowy 
conditions, much work was done which 
resulted in nearly 100 garments being 
made. 

A display was held at the Branch 
meeting before handing them over to 
Oxfam, and very ‘colourful indeed it was. 
We hope they will warm and cheer the 
little recipients. 


Jean Annal 
Goring-by-Sea 


The intense sufferings of the inhabitants 
of Northern Abyssinia has brought back 
to me memories of my army service in 
Addis Ababa in 1941. This posting was 
my first contact with Toc H through the 
canteen set up by South Africa Toc H 
and the YMCA. I was challenged by the 
inspirational chats that I had with the 
staff and later, in 1947, joined the Branch 
at Skegness. 

John Mitchell’s recent enquiries as 
to what Toc H meant to members caused 
me to reflect on my experience. That part 
of the Toc H prayer — ‘to leap with joy 
to any task for others’ and elsewhere 
‘to practise Christianity without preaching 
it? would sum up my continued groping 
towards becoming a full Christian. Maybe 
a plodding would be a better expression 
than a leap. The challenge is always 
present and the many fine Christians | 
have met in the Movement keep up the 
momentum. 


Fred Staples 
March, Cambridgeshire 


Pen Friends 


In 1984 } wrote to Jean Hayes, Editor of 
Australia’s ‘Link’ with a view to obtaining 
a pen friend over there. She published my 
letter in October. A reply came from a 
Mrs Dorothy Howie (Adelaide). I 


gany 
oc H 
ame and address will be 


arranged to meet her at Gatwick at the 
start of a visit she had planned to 
England, and arrived there at 8am one 
Sunday morning with a placard with my 
name, her name, and ‘Toc H Welcomes 
you’. 

Since then she has been a regular 
guest. We took her to Alison House for 
Christmas, and many trips have been 
planned since then. Now a trip has been 
planned, next year, for me to visit 
Australia to learn about her country. 
All this came about because of a letter, 
and now I have a friend for life and many 
happy memories . . . and all for the cost 
of a 22p stamp and a few moments spent 
writing. 

Marjorie Marsh 
Springfield District 


Front Covers 


Your new broom seems to have swept a 
quartet of leggy female delights from 
Bridlington onto the front cover of the 
February issue of Point Three. As 
delightful as the picture I saw many years 
ago of Tubby Clayton in shorts. Welcome 
to your new broom, for such delights 
should not be relegated to page three. 

For myself, I1] TAG along with 
both of you and the Bridlington delights 
or any others you care to put on the 
cover of Point Three. However, | do 
wonder what the feminists are going to 
make of it all so, because I’m a coward at 
heart, I must sign myself 


Male Chauvinist Pig 
Birmingham 


(Please see front cover of March issue! 
— Ed) 


The Old House 


In the February issuc I read with interest 
‘Lighting of the Lamp’ by Allan Toop. In 
the section on the Old House he mentions 
the words written on Tubby’s door 
quoting them as ‘Abandon rank all ye 
who enter here’. Although | have seen it 
quoted thus a number of times, it is not 
correct! The correct wording is “All rank 
abandon ye who enter here’, and l have 
a slide to prove it. 

It may be thought by some that 
there is no difference, but I’m sure there 
is. | think that Tubby meant the ‘all’ 
not to refer to the number of people 
coming in but to the ‘rank’ which, 
however exalted it may have been, was to 
be discarded in that room. What do you 
think? 

Charles Beale 
Seaford 


e, comment) are those of the 
movement. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
considered for publication. 


A note from 
the Chaplain 


| Quite simply, this is a ‘Thank you’ 
i letter to more people than | could 
write to individually. 
Since my illness | have received 
| so many letters and cards of ‘get well’ 
|| wishes from the family of Toc H, it is 
I difficult to know who and where to 
begin thanking. The greetings have 
come in so many different forms, 
restful idyllic pictures, cheerful 
flowers and comic cards signed by 27 
ior 57 people, all saying ‘press on’, 
‘chin up’, and ‘thinking of you’. | am | 
most grateful. A message of joy and 
encouragement in the morning post | 
does set you up for the day. | 
1 remember a New Testament | 
character that St Paul refers to with | 
gratitude. Id be surprised if you! 
remembered his name. It was 
Onesiphorus. Paul was imprisoned in 
Rome at the time and Onesiphorus ! 
pour out where he was and visited Í 
| him at a time when other Christians | 
| had ‘gone to ground’ for safety. It is) 
| the only time Onesiphoras isl 
È mentioned in the ‘Bible. It is in 
l 2 Timothy Chapter I, verses 16 and 17. | 
| ‘May the Lord grant mercy to | 
| the household of Onesiphorus, for he | 
| often refreshed me. . -` or as Moffat 
|| translates it, ‘he braced me up’. 
That reference to Onesiphorus 
| is the only thing we know about him. 
He was not a great writer, preacher or 
| theologian, he was just someone who, 
| as Paul said, ‘Braced me up’. But what 
|} a thing to be remembered for. None of 
|| us could wish for a better epitaph. 
| Onesiphorus is the unknown 
|| patron saint of ‘cheerers up’. There are 
‘ no laurels for those who visit the sick, 
send cards and wishes, and no special 
| skills are required, simply the desire 
to ‘brace up’ those in need. 
For those ‘Onesiphorusians’ 
who have found time to drop me a line 
| during my illness 1 would like to say a 
very big ‘thank you for bracing me 
i up’. 
i In the near future I hope to be 
on my rounds again and I look 
forward to seeing as many ‘Toc H 
Onesiphorusians’ as | can. 
God bless you, and grateful 
greetings from your Chaplain on the 
mend. 


Frank Topping 


BD 


to the Revd J Cameron Walker, who is 
the new Chaplain of St Gcorge's 
Memorial Church. leper (Ypres). He will 
be spending Sunday nights in The 
Chaplains Room at Talbot House, 
Poperinge, and plans a monthly 
celebration of Holy Communion in the 
Upper Room. He is also happy to 
officiate or celebrate for visiting groups, 
by arrangement - but stresses he necds 


plenty of notice. His address is 
Blankenbergstraat 39, 9000 Gent, 
Belgium. 


In a Dark Time 
and 
Time in a Red Coat 


Mn a Dark Time is a quite remarkable 
anthology. It brings the wisdom of 
ancient writers, as well as the views of 
contemporaries, to bear on the threat of 
nuclear destruction. This, it should be 
said at the outset, is not an anthology to 
dip into at random; the extracts are 
chosen and arranged with care to build a 
consecutive argument. This particular 
anthology needs, and deserves, to be read 
like any other book, from beginning 
to end. 

Age after age the cruel slaughter- 
house of war renews its trade. Age after 
age we clothe it in the spurious rags of 
glory or the harmless symbols of play. A 
careful choice of words helps us to evade 
the grim reality. 

They shed a man’s blood. 

l said, ‘Blood’. 

Smiling they said, ‘Paint’. 

(Dannie Abse) 
Recently. to help us to think the 
unthinkable, we have invented the cosy 
little verb, ‘to nuke’. It sounds so much 
nicer than incinerate. 
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to Helen Powell, who joined the full-time 
staff in February. Helen obtained a 
degree in Psychology from Southampton 
University and then gave us a year as a 
long term volunteer. After a break of six 
months she is with us again and will be 
working in East London, assisting the 
development both of the new community 
house in Newark Street and of other 
work in that locality. 


to two new long term volunteers — 


Melanie Stephenson who is to work with 
Friendship Circles in Cleveland, and Anne 
Russell, who will assist with development 
work in Newcast}e-upon-Tyne. 


We are taught to see our enemies 
as vile and barbarous. Those who lived in 
what is now Russia ate human flesh, 
according to Herodotus in the fifth 
century BC. So did the early Christians, 
according to Minucius 600 years later. 
And, according to Pope Gregory the 
Ninth, in the 13th century, the Mongols 
were not only cannibals; they had dogs’ 
heads. Enemies have to be seen as sub- 
human. George Orwell, in Homage to 
Catalonia, writes about his inability to 
shoot a soldier seen moving along the 
parapet of an enemy trench, holding his 
trousers up with both hands. ‘I had come 
here to shoot at “Fascists”; but a man 
who is holding up his trousers isn’t a 
“Fascist”, he is a fellow creature similar 
to yourself, and you don’t feel like 
shooting at him.’ 

The book goes on to depict the 
horrors of miass-destruction, calling in 
accounts of the Black Death as well as of 
the Final Solution and Hiroshima. Most 
of us, in order to cope with living under 
the threat of annihilation, repress such 
images. We try to live as though the atom 
had never been split, but for those who 
are willing to face reality this is a moving 
and powerful book. It ends on a quietly 
hopeful note with a line by Theodore 
Roethke: ‘In a dark time, the eye begins 
to see’. The eye will indeed begin to see if 
we will read and digest this book. 

And, if your taste runs in that 
direction, read also a fairy tale told by a 
poet, a fairy tale about the devouring 


| 
The following new members were | 
registered during January and February: { 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch (M) 

William J Kettle-Williams 
Barton-on-Humber (J) 

Cyril Marritt 
Bexhill-on-Sea (J) 

Brian T Yonge 

Mrs Evelyn M Yonge 
Burraton (W) 

Mrs Hilda Avery 

Mrs Evelyn Rose 
Calstock (M) 

Robert J Carter 

Dudley G Rendle 
Holland-on-Sea (W) 

Mrs Winifred Waugh-Bacchus 
Maltby-le-Marsh (J) 

Mrs Agnes Marshall 

Mrs Margaret Tyler 

Peter D Tyler 

Mrs Molly Waller 
Nailsea (W) 

Mrs Edith M Evans 
Solihull (M) 

Robert J Conway 
Thurrock (J) 

John Loxdale 
Wimborne Tiggers (J) Group 

Miss Lucy M Power 


A warm welcome to 18 new members. 


Congratulations! 


to Dora Pearce, of Paris Branch, who was 
awarded the MBE in the New Year's 
Honours. Dora, who married in 1932, has 
been a leading member of Toc H in 
France for many years. The outbreak of 
War in 1939 dramatically interrupted her 
life and voluntary work. The family 
moved to Valence and Charles, her 
husband, joined the Resistance, where he 
played an important part as one of few 
Englishmen in the area. Dora, meanwhile, 
lived under the protection of the Red 
Cross, reporting daily to the authorities, 
but avoiding internment as her daughter, 
Ann, was still an infant. After the War 
they returned to Paris and resumed their 
many involvements in community work. 
Charles died in 1972 and Dora now lives 
in Boulogne-sur-Seine. 


dragon of war and the girl sent to quench 
its fire with the clear, cleansing music of a 
flute: a fairy tale which begins near the 
Great Wall of China and ends, 1,500 years 
later, by the harsh Atlantic shore of the 
poct’s Orkney homeland. The fairy tale is 
called Time in a Red Coat and the poet is 
George Mackay Brown. 

KPB 


In a Dark Time. Ed: Nicholas Humphrey 
and Robert Jay Lifton. Faber. £3.95. 
Time in a Red Coat. George Mackay 
Brown. Chatto & Windus The Hogarth 
Press. £8.95. 


mall Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum 50p) to Point 


Three Magazine. Rates ar digo 
advertisements can be obtained from Mae 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close 


Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


A Toc H Deacon soon to be priested urgently 
needs secondhand Vestments and Sick 
Communion Set. Cannot afford to buy new. 
Tel: Buckley, Clwyd 544705, 


Clacton five berth caravan, fully equipped, 
excellent site facilities including pool, shops 
children's playground and social centre. 
May/June £50 pw, July £55 pw, August 
£65 pw, September £50 pw. Full details from. 
Mr J A Turner, 60 Hall End Road, Wootton, 
Beds MK43 9HP. (Tel: 0234 768410). 


Conwy. Dinner and B & B £10.50 per day. 
Weekends, midweek bookings. Ideal for 
walking, touring, near sea and mountains. 
Doreen and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest 
House, 3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, 
Conwy, Gwynedd, N Wales. Tel: 049 263 235]. 


Gloucestershire. Country cottage. B & B, family 
room, private bathroom. Good walking/touring 
for Glos, Cheltenham, Malverns, Cotswolds, 
Tel: Staunton Court 673. 


Holiday House, sleeps five, near good beaches 
and shops £59 pw. Full July/August . Toc H, 
12 Lister Street, Falmouth, Cornwall. 

(0326 312689). 


Jaywick, Clacton, Essex. Sea wall chalet, ideal 
for two adults, can sleep three. Car parking 
available, near shops. All electric. April to 
October £30 pw. Apply: Miss Nicholls, 38 Kings 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essen. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diarivs, cte gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BDI 3HE. 


Fund raising. Spring flower bulbs for resale at 
direct from grower prices. Good profits to be 
made on quality daffodils, tulips, crocus, 
hyacinths etc. Add a new dimension to your 
autumn fayres, coffee mornings etc. Price list 
sent on request. M K & B Chappell, Fengate 
Road, West Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs. 
(Tel: Pinchbeck Bars 381) 


Christian Singles. Social events, nationwide. 
Friendship contacts, weekend houscparties, 
fellowship groups. Holidays, home/abroad. 
Christian Friendship Fellowship, Dept B23, 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


the leader. 


Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


TOC H-DIRECTOR 
REQUIRED 


The vital role of Director of the Movement is an exceptional and rare opportunity 
for a person of vision, imagination and faith to fulfil his or her belief in its future. 


Applications are sought from experienced persons within the Movement who are 


able to offer leadership and inspiration. The Director's responsibility will be both to 
the Movement as a whole and also to the staff team of which the Director will be 


Details and application form from the General Secretary, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 


— the answers to last month’s quiz. 


1. Admiral Roggeveen discovered Easter 
Island. 


. The Synod of Whitby. 

3. 36 days. Between 21 March and 
25 April. 

4. The Pasque Flower, 

5. Yugoslavia. 

6. Jim Watt. 

7. A E Housman, 

8 

9 

] 


Ww 


. ‘Eostre’. 
. The Acts of the Apostles 12:4, 
0.‘Grass’ and “hay”. 


Calling all 
Treasurers 


As from 5 April 1985 Banks will be 
deducting tax from interest paid on 
deposit accounts, in the same way as 
Building Societies. Charities, however, 
are not liable to income tax and the 
Bank will make arrangements with 
individual Toc H Branches for no tax 
to be deducted from interest paid on 
deposit accounts maintained by them. 
You should have heard from your 
Bank by now but, if not, you are 
advised to contact them immediately 
for the necessary arrangements to be 
made. Toc H is a registered charity 
under registration No 211042. 


It is also possible for tax deducted by 
Building Societies to be reclaimed and 
if you would like details of how this 
may be done, please contact David 
Owen at Wendover. 


Accommodation 


(Bed, Breakfast, and Evening Meal) 


at 
orndene 


) 


Enjoy a quiet break in rural Shropshire. 
informal, Family Atmosphere 

— Home Cooking 

— Secluded and Peaceful Setting 

— Beautiful Countryside 

— Many Local Attractions 


We welcome adults and children alike. 
Accommodation for six guests in 
comfortable ground floor rooms. Each 
bedroom has a private shower room 
and there is special provision for 
handicapped and disabled visitors 
throughout. 


Please write or telephone for further 
information to: 
Clare & David Currant 
Corndene, Coreley 
Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 3AW 
Tel: Ludlow (0584) 890324 


=— 
y NX Bi 


Toc H at the Port Penrhyn Adventure Centre, Bangor, has launched a major fund-raising and publicity 
initiative. They are organising a raft-run up the Menai Strait, which separates Anglesey from the 


mainiand. | 


The date — 27 May 1985 f 


The cost — An entry fee of £20 per raft. (£25 for entries later than 1 May) 


The purpose — To provide funds, and publicity, for Toc H work in the area, which includes the | 
running of a Junior Rugby Club, a Hockey Club, a Youth Club and work with the handicapped. j 


In addition, every group entering a raft will be invited to collect sponsors to raise funds for their own 
purposes. Sponsor forms will be sent to all entrants. 


The course — The start will be at Port Dinorwic, at the Southern end of the Strait. The finish will be 
when the first crew member has consumed a pint of beer (free!) at the Liverpool Arms, Menai Bridge. 


The risk — Full safety rules and precautions will apply. No-one under 18 may enter. Although it is 
expected up to 80 rafts may participate, there will be adequate safety cover thanks to the assistance of 
various other safety services. 


P. 


Entry — An entry form accompanies this issue, but further forms and details are available from the 
Toc H Adventure Centre, Port Penrhyn, Bangor, Gwynedd, North Wales. Telephone: 0248 351906. 
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